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Mu ouchu and Chinese cotton industry

LIU Ya-fei, CAO Zhen-yu
(School of History, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450001)

Abstract: Mu Ouchu was a famous businessman who operated a spinning mill during the Republic of China. He attaches
great importance to cotton planting improvement and conducts US cotton planting experiments, which has contributed to the
development of China’s cotton industry. This article makes a preliminary exploration of Mu Ouchu’s cotton planting concept
and improvement practice through historical literature research. With the development of China’s cotton textile industry, the
demand for cotton in the domestic market has increased and the quality requirements have increased. Understanding the
social needs, Mu Ouchu proposed to set up a cotton planting committee and suggested that cotton planting proving grounds
and cotton collection agencies should be set up. In order to better understand the growth of US cotton in China, Mu Ouchu
opened the US cotton test site. In addition, he also actively taught cotton planting techniques to nearby cotton farmers, and
wrote "Shallowly Discussion the Improvement of Cotton Planting" to spread cotton planting techniques more widely.
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Fig.1 Photo of Mu Ouchu
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